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Abstracts of the MS Swaminathan Centennial Lecture by Geoffrey Hawtin
Seeds On Ice: Conserving Crop Diversity So Our Children Can Eat

Conserving the vast diversity of our crops was a topic very close to Dr M.S.
Swaminathan’s heart, not only the scientific and technical aspects but also
ethical and policy concerns. While genetic diversity underpinned the Green
Revolution, it also confers resilience in today’s agriculture and provides the raw
material and information needed to help ensure future nutritional and
environmental security. Yet this diversity has already been depleted and we
continue to lose material from the wild, farmers’ fields, and even the genebanks
set up to safeguard it. Efforts are underway globally to stem this loss and
facilitate its use. These include expanding in situ conservation, helping farmers
maintain and improve their varieties, and supporting local, national, and
international genebanks. Much has been achieved, but further research is
needed, policies must be refined, and the conservation system strengthened
worldwide. All of this requires resources that are increasingly hard to come by.
But without adequate political and financial support, we limit our options for
helping ensure our children and grandchildren will be able to have adequate,
healthy and varied diets.



